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heart but much by experience. The only book he has
studied is the book of nature. His memory is not so
good as his judgment, he knows only one language, but
understands what he says. He is not the slave of routine
or custom, to-day is not the same as yesterday. He
cares nothing for authority or example, he does and says
what pleases him. His ideas are suitable to his age.
Order him to do anything, he will not understand you;
ask him to gratify you and he will hasten to do what you
wish. He knows the limit of his powers so that he
never undertakes anything ^hich he cannot do. He has
an observing, penetrating eye. He never asks useless
questions but finds out things for himself. He knows no
difference between work and play, they are both alike to
him. He is first rate in running, jumping, and judging
distances. His talents and experience fit him to lead his
companions. He takes the lead of others without
wishing to command ; they obey him without remarking
it. He has lived the life of a child. He has attained
completeness without sacrificing his happiness. Should
death carry him off at this age we shall not have at the
same time to bewail his life and his death. We shall be
able to say, 'He has not, \>y our fault, lost anything which
Nature had given him.'
The interval between twelve and fifteen is to be de-
voted to positive instruction. The turmoil of the passions
begins to threaten us. We must endeavour to turn aside
their effects by labour of the mind. Rousseau recog-
nises the fact that no time must now be lost, but he does
not excuse himself for having lost so much already. The
•instruction which he contemplates is not a very extended
one. In the dispute, which is always renewed, as to
whether education should be extensive or intensive,
whether it should aim at imparting much of one thing or

